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BAACTEAVMHUTE
HA POAOIUTE

ONA3BAHE HA YEPHWA N BEAOTAABUA AELWIOAA

Ta3u 2oguHa ombend3Bame 25-ama 20guwHUHA Ha npozpamMama LIFE, kakmo u Ha AupekmuBama 3a mecmo-
obumaHusgma: u g8eme ca ogobpeHu Ha 21-8u Mau, 1992 2. 0Ommo2aBa HacamM me ca gonpUHECAU CbwecmBeHo
3a 0na3BaHemo Ha HenoBmopuMomo NpUpPOgHO HacAegecmBo Ha usiaa EBpona, a B nocAegHumMe gecem 20gu-
HU - U Ha boacapug. C Hacmogwama u3aokba ueAuM ga uzkaxeM npu3HaHUEMOo Cu U ga Haco4YuM obwecms-
BeHomo BHUMaHUE KbM 3Ha4uMEeAHUMEe NOCMUXXeHUS Ha Npupogo3awumyomo 3akoHogameacmBo Ha EC u
Ha npo2pamama LIFE B ona3BaHemo Ha bvA2apckama npupoga u Ha Pogonume B8 yacmHocm. Pogonume ca
CbWUHCka cokpoBuwHUUa Ha Buopa3Hoobpa3zuemo, kamo 20Ag9Ma Yacm 0m u3moYHuUs UM gsa e BkaloueHa B
eBponetckama ekoaozuyHa Mpexka om 3auwumenu 304U Hamypa 2000. A3anoxkbama npegecmabs guBama npu-
pOga UMEHHO B He20: egHO 0m nocAegHUMe 3ana3eHu geBemBeHu kemuema Ha EBpona. I3mouHume Pogonu
Ca U nocAegHomo B bbA2apug yoexkuwie 3a yepHume u benoz2naBume Aewogagu, koM Koumo e Haco4yeH npoek-
Mobm no npoepama LIFE ,0na3Bane Ha yepHUMEe u bero2rnaBume rewosdgu 6 Pogonume”

This year we mark the 25th Anniversary of the LIFE Programme and of the Habitats Directive, both approved on
21st May 1992. Since then they have contributed enormously to the preservation of Europe’s priceless natural
heritage, and in the last ten years to the conservation of nature in Bulgaria too. With this exhibition we would
like to express our recognition and.to raise the public.awareness about the considerable achievements of both
the EU nature conservation legislation, as well.as the LIFE Programme in protecting Bulgarian nature and the
Rhodope Mountains-in particular. The Rhodope Mountains are a true treasury of biodiversity, and a large part
of their eastern range is included in Europe’'s network of protected areas, Natura 2000. The exhibition presents
the wildlife in one of the last surviving wilderness areas in Europe. The Eastern Rhodope Mountains are also the
last Bulgarian stronghold of the Black and the Griffon vultures - the protagonists of the LIFE project Conserva-
tion of Black and Griffon Vultures in the Rhodopes area.
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NATURA 2000 - Rhodopes

Mpoekmovm ,0na3BaHe Ha YyepHume u 6earoenaBume newosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npo2pama LIFE Ha EBponelickug culos. .
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union. WWW.Ilfe-VU ItU res.com




TE * O%\’

s Da vor ks §

Rewilding Vov l%ﬁoésgﬁ 7

®
Rhodopes EAAHNIKH OPNIGOAOTIKH ETAIPEIA N o WWF

17

«\Q\

53]
,7

www.life-vultures.com

Mpoekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha yepHuMe u 6ero2raBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Hau-BneyamagBawiume nmuuu 8 M3mouHL
Teau 2ocnogapu Ha 6e36peXkHus HeOOCKAOH r

CbC cBoume pa3mepu, cBoeobpasHug cu BoHweH Bug u
Ha4yuHa cuU Ha XuBom Aewosgume ce HapeXgam cpeg
me Pogonu.

03HaBam go

CbBopWEHCMBO Bb3gYWHUME MeYyeHus U aL
YMEAO NOGOBOHO Ha hapanAaHepucmume, 3a

u3noA38am
ga necmsm

eHepaug B noaem npu BeekugHeBHUMe cu ckumaxus.

With their size, their distinctive appearance and their be-
haviour, vultures are among the most impressive birds in
the Eastern Rhodope Mountains. True lords of the skies,
they use the air currents with masterful precision to save
energy in the air during their daily wanderings - they are
natural-born paragliders.
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[poekmbm ,0na3Bane Ha yepHume u 6enozraBume aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickug colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

I3mo4yHume Pogonu ca egHo om Hau-bo2amume

opa3Hoobpal3ue mecma B EBpona bAazogape
NOAOXKEHUEMO cuU Ha Kpbecmonoms Mexgy EBpona
U BAusiHuemo Ha Cpegu3eMHo Mope. B cbuyemaHue ¢ pas-
HOBbpa3HUME MecmoobumaHus u cpaBHUMEAHO CAabomo
yoBewko npucbcmBue moBa onpegens 02pOMHO

JHa4yeHue 3a ona3BaHemo +
CMpaweHu XuBomHu u au r

a MHOXecmBo pegkl
peBpbwa B8 npegnoy
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The Eastern Rhodope Mountains are one of Europe's

biodiversity hotspots due to their location on the
crossroad between Europe and Asia and the proximity
of the Mediterranean. In combination with the pristine
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[poekmbm ,0na3Bane Ha yepHume u 6enozraBume aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickug colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

[To omHoweHue Ha u3obuauemo om BugoBe nmuuyu 13-
moYyHUMe Pogonu ce HapeXkgam Ha egHO Om YeAHume
Mecma B ugaa EBpona. PauoHbm e pau 3a 2pabauBume
nMuyuU U e eguHcmBeHomo Mgcmo ¢ ecmecmBeHa nony-

AauUUs Ha BenoenaBu aewodgu B8 boa2apus. [locaegHama
KOAOHUS Ha YepHUMe Aewosigu B8 Hlzougmoyna EBpona
CbW,0 Ce HaMupa B 6auzocm, B HauuoHaAHUS napk Aags B
2PpbUkama Yacm Ha nAaHUHamMa.

The diversity of bird species places the Eastern Rhodopes
as one of Europe’'s richest areas. This raptor birds' para-
dise is the only region in Bulgaria with a natural popula-
tion of Griffon Vultures. The last remaining colony of the
Black Vulture in Southeastern Europe is also close by - in
the national park Dadia in the Greek part of the mountain.




"’ [ongMa Yyacm om A3movyHume Pogonu BAu3am pamkume '.ort‘io‘f‘th'fastern’rR'-hoddbes onthe Bulgarianside
I- FE Ha EBponelickama Mpeka om 3awumeHu 30HU Hamypa cluded in the European network of nature protection

I 2000. Tyk me ca ueau 9, a obwama uM naow Bb3Au3a F e are 9 such protected '
VULTURES 233 347 xa. CegeM om mgx ca CbC Cmamyc ,cneuuair
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[Tpoekmbm ,0na3Bare Ha yepHume u Henoz2naBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npo2pama LIFE Ha EBponelickuaCulo3.
The project Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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B MuHanomo 6 Pogonume ce cpewaAu u Yemupume Buga
eBponeucku Aewosgu: beAo2AaB, YepeH, eaunemcku U
bpagam. B pe3yamam Ha 4oBewkume geuHocmu bpa-
gamugm U YepHusm ca u34ye3HaAu Kamo 2He3gauu om
cmpaHama, a 6eao2aabusgm u ezunemcekugam cal uskalo-
qyumeAHo pegku. Ezunemckugam Aelwosg e Hau-gpebHu-

In the past all four species.of vultures in Europe could be
found In Bulgaria: Griffon, Black, Egyptian and Bearded.
AS a result of the impact of human activities. the'Bearded
and Black vultures are now extinct as breeding species'in
Bulgaria; the Griffon and Egyptian vultures still breed in
the Eastern Rhodopes but they are quite rare. The Egyp-
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am om Yyemupume Buga. tian Vulture is the smallest of the four vultures.

Mpoekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha yepHumMe u 6eroznaBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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” B 13movyHume Pogonu ce cpewam obwio Hag 4300 »kuBo- More than 4300 animal species have been documented

muHcku Buga, om koumo 6au30 280 ca nmuyu. B patioHa in the Eastern Rhodope Mountains, nearly 280 of them
I_I FE HamMupam ybéexuuwie owe BoAkbm, Yakarbm u Bugpama.  are birds. The area is also a haven for wolves, jackals and
VULTURES [lpe3 nocaegHumMe 20guHU B Pogonume, ocHoBHo B3anag-  otters. The brown bear has also begun recolonising the

HUS g9IA Ha NA@HUHaMa, ce 3aBpbuia u kapsBama Meyka.. area but mostly in the Western range of the mountain.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha yepHUmMe u 6enozraBume aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickug colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha yepHume U 6eaozraBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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HaBpememo beao2aaBugm rewosg bua MHO206poeH Bug B
bvA2apus. B Hayanomo Ha 20-u Bek obaye yucaeHOCMMA
MY 3an04HaAa ga HamangBa u Bugbm bua goBegeH go npa-
2a Ha u34e3BaHemo. baazogapeHue Ha cepuo3HUmMe npu-
POg03auUMHU ycuAusd 8 nocAegHUMe gecemuaemusg mou
3ano4Ba 6aBHo ga ce Bb3cmaHoBsaB8a, kamo npes 2017 2.
yucAeHocmma My gocmuza 88 gBouku. EgHa om ueaume

Ha npoekma ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHus u benoz2raaBug Aewosg”

no npozpama LIFE e ona3BaHemo Ha eguHcmBeHama ec-
mecmBeHa nonyAauus Ha Buga B boA2apus.

The Griffon Vulture was once widespread in Bulgaria. At
the turn of the 20th century, however, its numbers start-
ed to drop until the species was on the verge of extinc-
tion. Thanks to considerable conservation efforts in re-
cent decades the species has begun a slow recovery, and
in 2017 it numbered 88 pairs. One of the objectives of the
LIFE project Conservation of Black and Griffon Vultures
in the Rhodope Mountains is the conservation of the only
natural population of the Griffon Vulture in Bulgaria.
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[Tpoekmbm ,0na3Bare Ha yepHume u benozraBume aewosagu 8-Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickug colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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KpacuBume neu3axu ca 3ana3eHama Mapka Ha M3moy-
Hume Pogonu. AbAbokama, macHa goAuHa Ha peka Apga,
Buewa ce mexgy naaHuHckume ckAaoHoBe u ckaAnHume
MacuBu, e BkaloyeHa B 3awumeHa 30Ha ,MagxkapoBo* om
eBponeuckama ekonozauyHa Mpexa Hamypa 2000. AoAu-
Hama u KuBonucHumMe MeaHgpu Ha pekama nputomsgBam
U 4acm om Hau-20AgMama U eguHcmBeHa ecmecmBeeHa
koAOHUS Ha Beno2aaBume Aewoggu B Boazapus.
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The beautiful landscapes are one of the trademarks of the
Eastern Rhodopes. The deep, narrow valley of Arda River,
winding across the mountain slopes and the spectacular
cliffs, is included in Madzharovo Protected Area of the
environmental network Natura 2000. The river valley with
itS picturesque meanders shelters part of the largest -
and the only natural - colony of the Griffon Vultures in
Bulgaria.




Pa3Hoobpa3Hugm peaed u knumamuyHume BaugHug om  The diverse terrains and the climate influences both

‘ o
’ koHmuHeHma u om Cpegu3eMHoMopuemo npeBpowiam from continental Europe as well as the Mediterranean
I_IFE I3moyHume Pogonu B8 egHa om Hau-b602amume Ha buo- determine the Eastern Rhodopes as one of the regions
NATURA 2000 VULTURES pa3Hoobpasue mepumopuu B8 EBpona. OkonHocmume Ha  with the richest biodiversity in Europe. The surroundings
2pag MagxapoBo u s308up MBaunoBepag ca pau 3a Alo-  of the town of Madzharovo and lvaylovgrad Reservoir are
;37/%; > > ool bumeAume Ha opxugeu. Tyk Mo2zam ga ce HabalogaBam & paradise for orchid lovers - more than 26 species of
R Vo dogir ] = Hag 26 Buga om kpacuBume uBems. Cpeg msx ca Bkalo-  these beautiful flowers can be observed here; some are

hodopes EAAHNIKH OPNIOOAOTIKH ETAIPEIA

el

o A ey v yeHusim B8 YepBeHama kHu2a Ha boa2apus nenepygouBe-  endemic species listed in the Bulgarian Red Data Book.
-~ www.life-vultures.com

e meH caen (Ha cHumkama), gBypo2ama u naskoBugHama
- Tpoekmbm 0OnagBate Ha yepHume u 6eroeraBume rewosgu B Pogonume’ (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e dunaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colos.
L L Al f--.; ‘.T;haﬁrpjgad{ ,Cbnserva._t_iqn of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union. NYEeAU uU .
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[lpoekmbm Ona3Bate Ha yepHUME U beroznaBume Aewodgu B Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npozpamMa LIFE Ha EBponetickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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Hakoea V13moyHume Pogonu 6uau nokpumu € 2bemu

20pU. AHec 2opama 3aemMa egBa egHa mpema om nAa-

HUHAd
NAOW

T
U

COKU

gbpBecH
yepBeHa
Ha bbA2apug uzmodHusm byk ce cpewa camo B8 M3moy-
HUmMe Pogonu u CmpaHgxa. B
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B 2pbukama 4acm Ha Pogonume 4YepHusm Aewosig 0bu- In the Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains-the Black
maBa cmapa Uu2A0AUCMHA 20pa OM YepeH U karabpuu- Vulture breeds in an old coniferous forest of Black and
cku 6op. 0bukHoBeHO cmpou 2He3gomo cu Ha Bbpxa Ha Calabrian Pine. It builds its nest on the top of the tree
NATURA 2000 KOpoHama Ha gbpBomo; Mo e C guamMembp 2 M U Buco-  crown; the nest is impressive: 2 metres wide and 1T metre
yuHa 1 M. Kamo 4yacm npupogo3awumHume geuHocmu high. As part of the conservation activities under the LIFE
;37’}%5 S~ 3 no npoekma ,0na3BaHe Ha yepHust u beao2aaBug newodg”  Vultures project artificial nests are placed on trees in the
il VCIE [
E%Vggg pes V©VWI-g
p

no npozpama LIFE ce nocmaBam ugkycmBeHu eHe3ga u B  Bulgarian part of the Eastern Rhodopes in an attempt to
boA2apckama yacm Ha M3moyHume Pogonu C€ uea npu-  attract birds to settle here for breeding and thus expand

www.life-vultures.com BAUYaHEMO Ha NMUuUU 3a 2HEe3geHe. the population.

Mpoekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha YyepHUMe u 6eao2raBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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Mpoekmovm ,0na3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eno2raBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickug colos.
The project Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains® (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Nature often amazes with the combination of beauty, in-

genuity and practicality. The woodcock orchidisap
the picture it is being tended by

ed species in Bulgaria; on
Black-veined Whites, a co

mmon species of butterf

The beautiful flowers of the orchid are highly pra

plantloversand photogra
tical: the species relies or

sexual deception for its

ion: the flowers resemb

{
the scent of receptive females. Male bees are foo
try to mate with the flower, pollinating the orchid.

e female bees and even

rotect-

y here.
ised by

ohers but their goal is quite prac-

nollina-
mimic

ed and




BeauuecmBeHusam ckaneH MacuB HOMpyk kag, usgueawice  The majestic mass of Yumruk Kaya, a cliff face that looms
Hag 1308up CmygeH kaageHeu. ['aegkama ce pagkpuBaom above the waters of Studen Kladenets Reservoir, viewed
JallumeHa 304a no Hamypa 2000 ,CmygeH kaageHeu', 8 from Studen Kladenets Natura 2000 Protected Area in
Copuemo Ha M3moyHume Pogonu. 3oHama BkalouBa eg-  the heart of the Eastern Rhodopes. The area includes the
HouMeHHud 9308up B8 geduremo Ha peka Apga. OmBecHu- reservoir and the surrounding cliffs along the Arda River
me ckaAu u cmpboMHUME Bpez2oBe npegaazam omaudHu  Valley - excellent habitats for the Black, the Griffon and
ycAoBug 3a kuBom 3a uepHug, benoz2naBusg u ecunemckud  the Egyptian vultures.
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YepHuam Aewosig e u3BecmeH owie kamo ,kapmaa”. Y Hac mou
e u3ye3Han kamo 2He3gdw Bug; eguHcmBeHama My 2He3go-
Ba konoHus Ha bankaHume ce Hamupa B HauuoHaAHUS napk
Aags B epbukama Yyacm Ha Pogonume, 6AU30 g0 2paHulama c
boA2apud. Yecmume noceweHus Ha nmuyu om koAoHuUsSmMa B8
mepumopusgma Ha Hawama cmpaHa 8 mbpceHe Ha XpaHa Hu
BguxBa HageXgu 3a maxHomo 3aBpowlaHe. lMpoekmvm ,0na3-
BaHe Ha YyepHug u beao2aaBug Aewosg” no npozpama LIFE uma
3a UeA Bb3cmaHoBgBaHemo u pa3wupsaBaHemo Ha nonyAa-
Luume Ha YepHus Aewosg 8 Pogonume u om g8eme cmpaHu
Ha BbA2ap0-2pbukama 2paHuua..
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boA2apusd e egHa om Hau-602amume Ha BUOAO2UYHO pas-
Hoobpa3ue gopXkaBu B EBpona u mpema N0 oMmHOCUMEAH3
naow, Ha Hamypa 2000 caeg CaoBeHus u XopBamus. MpeXa-
ma nokpuBa 34% om mepumopusgma Ha cmpaHama Hu. 30-
Hume om Hamypa 2000 He ca cmpo20 3aWuMmMeHuU NPUpogHu
pe3epBamu, kegemo yoBewkume geuHocmu ca 3abpaHeHu.
HanpomuB: Ha mepumopugma Ha MpeXkama ce cmuMyAupa
ycmouyuBomo ynpaBaeHue Ha 3eMume u Bb3mMokHocmume
3a pa3Bumue Ha pauoHume B xapMOHUg € hpupogama.

""ry | b, " #

Bulgaria's biological diversity is one of the richest in Europe.
The ecological network Natura 2000 covers 347% of the coun-
try's territory, placing it on third place in Europe after Slove-
nia and Croatia. Natura 2000 areas are not reserves under
rigorous protection where human activity is prohibited. On
the contrary: the network aims to enhance sustainable land
management and to create opportunities for local develop-
ment in harmony with nature.

|



f

D a

Rewilding "h, \ 3
Europe’ ?—f} f\ 0

Rewilding @OVI%&\OKIRF\

r—-.'-"" ULTURE CONSERVATION i/ Q“
RhOdOpeS EAAHNIKH OPNIOOAOTIKH ETAIPEIA %TA m A(\/\*\

www.life-vultures.com

[lpoekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha yepHume u 6enozraBume aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickug colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

¥

1 |

Makap u ga ca gpebHu Cb3gaHus, AaAy2epume uz2pasgm
kaloyoBa poag 3a Buopa3Hoobpa3zuemo u npupogama B
Pogonume, mbuU kamo ca om u3kAloyumeaHa Ba)kHocm
kamo xpaHa 3a MH020 om pegkume 2pabAauBu nmuuu u
CYX03EMHUME XUWHUUU. B nocAegHUMeE gecemuaemus
06a4e mes3u 2pu3adyu beaexxam 3Ha4umeAeH cnag B8 yuc-
AeHOCmMMa cu B Hawama npupoga. 3ue3Ham Au, oue-
AdBaHemo Ha MHOXKecmB0o 3aBucewu om mgax nmuuu u
603aUHUUU CbWo Wie bbge U3A0KeHo Ha puck.

Even though they are small in size, European Sousliks play
a key role for the biodiversity and nature in the Rhodope
Mountains, as they form an important part of the diet of
many rare species of raptors and land carnivores. How-
ever, in recent decades the number of these rodents in
Bulgaria is plummeting. Should they disappear, the surviv-
al of the many birds and land animals that feed on them
would also be under threat.
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Aewosigume ce xapakmepu3supam ¢ u3katloyumeAHo Bu-
coka cmoMawHa kuceAuHHocm, Kosmo HeympaAu3upa

MUKpoop2aHu3Mume 8 mpynoBeme Ha XuBomHume, C

koumo ce xpaHam. CMama ce, Ye me ca cpeg XuBom-
HUME C Hau-3gpab cmomax B8 XkuBomuHckomo uapcmBo.
CmoMawHama uM kuceAuHa e moakoBa CuAHa, ye MoxXe
ga pa3A0XKu kocmu U gopu Memaa..

Highly acidic stomachs are typical for all vultures; the ac-
ids help neutralize potentially dangerous microorganisms
in the carrion that the birds feed on. Vultures are thought
to have some of the most efficient stomachs of all ani-
mals on the planet. Their stomach acid is so strong that

it can dissolve bones and even metal.
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Pa3Hoobpa3uemo om neusaxu 8 i3moyHume Pogonu e The picturesquetandscapes of the Eastern Rhoaapes are
yguBumeaHo. ,bsiaa peka” e 3auwumeHa 30Ha om eBponeu- preathtaking. Byala Reka is a Special Protection Area s
ckama ekonoz2uyHa Mpexka Hamypa 2000 u 8 Henocpeg- of the European environmental network Natura 2000, |o-
NATURA 2000 cmBeHa bAau3ocm go epaHuuama ¢ Mopuud. Ta e BaxHo  cated near the national border, with Greece. It provides
MACMO 3a XpaHa u noyuBka Ha cBemoBHO 3acmpaweHu- —  important feeding and resting sites.-for two globally en-
N

s g Me YepeH U e2unemcku Aewosgu. dangered species: the Black and the Egyptian vultures.
ge;vi;ii?g Dopvidotolikh ‘s,
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Aewosgume He Hanagam goMawHU u g

XpaHgm Ce eguHC

MBeHO C HaMepeHa Mbp

oule kamo ,caHumapume Ha npupogama’,

HU CaMO 3a bpoet

U YyacoBe ga ce cnpabs

UBU >kuBomHu:
wa. N3B8ecmuu
mMe ca Chocob-
M edpekmuBHO

gopu ¢ mpyna Ha egpo >kuBomHo. [To mo3u HaYuUH AeWo-
agume npegomBpamgBam pa3npocmpaHeHuemo Ha 3a-
pa3HU borecmu cpeg goMawHume u guBume XuBomHu

U xopama.

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they feed

entirely on carrion. Known as ‘nature’s

within a few hours after its discovery. Th
the spread of diseases among domestic a
and among humans too.

nealth officers,

they are able to clear out even large animal carcasses

Us they prevent
nd wild animals,
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B 3moY
nMuuu: 0
e C02poM

KU U 3acmpauweHu BugoBe, kamo nopagu 2eoz2padcko
Cu norokeHue MoXe ga 3apagBa npupogoalobumenu
U ¢ MHO020 loXkHU 3a EBpona BugoBe, HanpuMep CuH ¢
AEeH gpo3g, ucnaHcko kameHapue, MaAko YepHo2AaB0 kon-
yepHo2naBa oBecapka. Pekume u g308upume
myk npuBaudam u MH020 BogoalobuBu nmuuu.

puBapue,

Hume Pogonu ca ycmaroBeru 6au30 280 Buga
KoA0 /0% om nepHamume 6 boaz2apud. PauoHbm
HO 3HAYEeHUE 33 0na3B8aHemo Ha 20A9M Bpou peg-

MO
ME

NElS

Nearly 280 bird species have been established in the
Fastern Rhodope Mountains; that is about 70% of Bulgar-
ja's bird diversity. The area Is of huge importance for the
conservation of many rare and endangered species; due

to its geographical position it can s
with many ‘Southern specialties, st

urprise nat
ch as the

Thrush, the Black-eared Wheatear, t

ne Sardinia

the Black-headed Bunting etc. The
attract a diversity of waterfowl, too.

lvers and

ure lovers
3lue Rock
n Warbler,

"eServolrs

W WY
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[AaBama u wusima Ha 6eno2rnaBus Aewosg ca 20AU. To8a
NPeYu Ha bakmepuume u Ha gpyaume napa3umu 8 mpy-
noBeme Ha »XuBomHume ga ce 3agbpXam B nepama u
ga npuyuHam uHgekuuu. [lpucnocobAeHUEMO NOMa2a Ha
nMuyume ga 3ana3gam 3gpatemo cu 0koAo XpaHa, kosmo
AeCHO MOXe ga ce okaxke onacHa 3a gpyaume >kuBomHul.
bAa20gapeHue Ha OMAUYHOMO CU 3PeHUe Aewosggume
omkpuBam MvpmBume XUuBomHuU Ha pa3cmogHUe om
eguH kunomemup U noBeve.

The head and the neck of the Griffon Vulture are pbare;
thus when the birds feed on carcasses, bacteria and other
parasites cannot attach themselves to their feathers and
cause infections. The adaptation keeps the birds healthy
regardless of a diet that could easily prove harmful to other
animals. Thanks to their sharp vision vultures are able to
spot dead animals from a kilometre or even further away.
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AeuHocmume no npoekma ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHus u Beao2Aa-
Bust Aewosg” no npogpama LIFE 0bxBawam M3mouHume Po-
gonu u om gBeme cmpaHu Ha boA2apo-2pbukama 2paHuua.
YepHume Aewosigu, koumo 2He3gdm B lMopuud, ugBam ga
ce xpaHam B8 boA2apug, a benozaaBume, 2He3gdwu B boaca-
pugd, mopcam xpaHa 8 [bpuug. B pauoHa e pe2ucmpupaHo
3HAYUMEAHO NpucbcmBue U Ha MAagu nmuuu, Bkaloyumea-
HO 6en02AaBu Aewioggu om XopBamusd u Copbust. B boA2apus
npoekmbm 06xBawia cegem cneyuaAHU 3aliumeHu 30HU Om
eBponeuckama ekompexa Hamypa 2000, a 8 [opuug - nem.
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The LIFE Vultures project area covers the Eastern Rhodope
Mountains on both sides of the Bulgarian-Greek border. The
Black Vultures breed in Greece but come to feed in Bulgaria,
and Griffon Vultures breeding in Bulgaria often look for food in
Greece. A significant number of immature and non-preeding
birds has been recorded here, including Griffon Vultures from
other populations, for example those in Croatia and Serbia.
The project area includes seven Special Protection Areas of
the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria and five in Greece.
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[poekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha yepHUme u 6enozraBume aewosagu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[To cBema ce cpewam 23 Buga Aewosigu. Aewosgume ca
cpaBHUMEeAHO npucnocobuMu NmMuuu, cpewam ce 8 pa3Ho-
0bpa3Hu Mecmoobumanus, BkalouumeaHo kpauepagcku pa-
UoHU. Bonpeku moBa gHec 14 Buga ca 3acmpawleHu om u3-
ye3BaHe.

There are 23 vulture species in the world. These are relatively
adaptable birds found in a range of habitats, including
suburban regions, but even so, 14 species are considered
either threatened or endangered.
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I3moyHume Pogonu cmaBam Bce no-nonyAspHa gecmu- TheEasternRhodopesprovideopportunitiesforobservation
Hauug 3a Alobumeaume Ha guBama npupoga mbu kamo  and photography of rare and endangered animal and
npegaazam 4ygecHu ycaoBus 3a HabalogeHue U 3acHe- plant species and their popularity as a destination for
MaHe Ha pegku U 3acmpaweHu BugoBe xuBomHu u pac- . wildlife tourism grows. The picturesque landscapes and

MeHus, npu moBa nocpeg 3awemMemsBawu neu3axu u the pristine nature only add to the picture - quite literally.
—— ;7‘}%5 ﬁ T, 4enokbrrHama npupoga. [loHacmosdwiemM 8 pauoHa uma Today there are five photography hides that allow eager
Em%ﬁ,, NS QoviFrogkn V@E nem geucmBawu ykpumug, koumo npegocmaBam Bb3- . photographers to ‘hunt for the best shot.
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: MOXXHOCMU 3a ,YAOB" Ha HenoBmopuMu Gomokagpu.
www.life-vultures.com

lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6enoeraBume aewosagu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[poekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha yepHume u 6enozraBume rewosagu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colos.

The project Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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B A3moyHume Pogonu om 2oguHu ce pabomu 3a Bv3cma-

HoB4B8aHemO Ha eAeHa AOnamap U Ha BAa20p0OgHUS BAEH.
Ao mo3u MmomMeHm B pauoHa ca ocBobogeHu Hag 120 eaeHa

AONaMmapa U F
Hd YUCAEHOCIT

ag 30 bAa20pogHU eAeHa. YBeauuaBaHemo
ma Ha guBume mpeBonacHuU We gonpuHe-

ce 3a Mo3aeyHama cmpykmypa Ha MecmoobumaHugma
U 3@ noggbpkaHemo Ha nonyAauuUmMe Ha Aewosgume.
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Mpoekmbm ,0na3Baxe Ha yepHuMe u 6erozraBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000987) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

oue kamo ,eBponeucku 6u3oH"
kanckug cu 6pamoBueg. Tou e u

pe3 okmomBpu, 2013 2., 8 33 ,CmygeH KaageHeu” B8 13mou-
Hume Pogonu bsaxa gokapaHu 3ybpu: cuMBoabm Ha 3aBpowia-
Hemo Ha guBama npupoga B8 EBpona. 3ybopom, u3BecmeH

NPUAUYA Ha ceBepHoamepu-
Hau-egpomo mpeBonacHo

kuBomHo B EBpona, kalouoB Bu

g 33 omBopeHume 2opcku

ekocucmemu. Bugom u34e3Han 8 guBama npupoga 8 EBpo-
na 8 Ha4yanomo Ha 20-u Bek nopagu A0B u 3a2yba Ha MecmMo-
obumaHugma My. B boA2apug u3ue3Han owe npe3 CpegHo-

BekoBuemo.

In October 2013 Studen Kladenets Protected Area welcomed
one of the symbols of the rewilding efforts in Europe: the
wisent, or European bison. The species is similar to its North
American cousin; it is the largest herbivore in Europe and
plays a key role for the preservation of open forest habitats.
European bison grew extinct in the wild in Europe in the
beginning of the 20th century due to hunting and habitat
l0ss. Its extinction in Bulgaria took place much earlier: in the
Midale Ages.
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YepHuam wbpkea e noBcemecmHo pa3npocmpaHeH B
Nno-HUckume Yacmu Ha AI3moyHume Pogonu. 3a ouensBa-
HEMO Cu ce Hy)kgae om B0goeMu CbC 3ana3eHo buopas-
Hoobpa3ue, kbgemo ce XpaHu noumu Uu3kAlYUMEAHO C
puba. [He3gu kakmo no ckaau, maka u no gopBema, kamo
Hau-20AIMama My ckano2He3gewa nonyaauus B cmpa-
Hama, a MoXe bu U Ha bankaHume, e cbcpegomaoyeHa no
nopeyuemo Ha peka Apga.

The Black Stork is widely distributed at lower altitudes in
the Eastern Rhodopes. Its diet consists mainly of fish for
which it depends on water basins with preserved biodiver-
sity. Black Storks can be both cliff- as well as tree-nest-
Ing; the largest cliff-nesting population in Bulgaria - and
probably on the entire Balkan Peninsula - is concentrated
along the course of Arda River.
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bAa2ogapeHue Ha HoBume mexHoAo2uU Bevye MoXeM ga
HagHUkHeM B XuBoma Ha BeaudyecmBeHume Aewosgu.
[TocmaBeHume Ha 6eAo2AaBu U YepHU Aeulosigu came-
AUMHU npegaBameau pa3kpuBam moyHOMO Mecmono-
AOKEHUE Ha nmuuume u HU no3B6oAsBam ga AemuM 3a-
egHO ¢ M4ax Hag 6AU3KU U ganeyuHu 3eMu B8 peanHo Bpewme.
To3u coBpemMeHeH Memog e 6e3ueHeH NOMOWHUK Ha Npu-
pOgo3awumHuuume 6 ona3BaHemo u u3caegB8aHemo Ha
AeUosigume.

Modern technology gives usa peek at the life of the majes-
tic lords of the sky. Griffon and Black Vultures are tagged
with satellite transmitters to track their movement; the
device allows us to fly near and far with them in real time.
This modern research methodology provides a great op-
portunity for conservationists to reveal more about the
life of the vultures.
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Aonpegu HakoAko XuAsgu 2oguHu 6 EBpona - Bkaloyumen-
HO U B bbA2apusg - ce cpewaAu guBu koHe. Mpe3 201
[mapnaH) 6e BbpHam B8 gu-

Bv3cmaHoBeHusm gub kot
Bama npupoga Ha /3mout
nauoHa uMa Hag 70 ek3emr

Kamo npegu Xuadgu 2ogu

ume Pogo

Adpa. PoAdma UM e CoWia
U - 3aegHO0 C ocmaHaAu

mpeBonacHu me noggbpxam ecmecmBeHume ekoc
meMu, onacBauku guBama pacmumeAHoem.
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Several thousand years ago wild horses roamed free

across Europe, and in Bulgaria too. In 2011 the Europear
wild horse (tarpan) was released back into the wild ir
the Eastern Rhodope Mountains; at present more than /C
. o

ndividuals live there. |
IS the same as It was
nerbivores they main
grazing.
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BAACTEAVMHUTE
HA POAOIUTE

ONA3BAHE HA YEPHWA N BEAOTAABUA AELWIOAA

Ta3u 2oguHa ombend3Bame 25-ama 20guwHUHA Ha npozpamMama LIFE, kakmo u Ha AupekmuBama 3a mecmo-
obumaHusgma: u g8eme ca ogobpeHu Ha 21-8u Mau, 1992 2. 0Ommo2aBa HacamM me ca gonpUHECAU CbwecmBeHo
3a 0na3BaHemo Ha HenoBmopuMomo NpUpPOgHO HacAegecmBo Ha usiaa EBpona, a B nocAegHumMe gecem 20gu-
HU - U Ha boacapug. C Hacmogwama u3aokba ueAuM ga uzkaxeM npu3HaHUEMOo Cu U ga Haco4YuM obwecms-
BeHomo BHUMaHUE KbM 3Ha4uMEeAHUMEe NOCMUXXeHUS Ha Npupogo3awumyomo 3akoHogameacmBo Ha EC u
Ha npo2pamama LIFE B ona3BaHemo Ha bvA2apckama npupoga u Ha Pogonume B8 yacmHocm. Pogonume ca
CbWUHCka cokpoBuwHUUa Ha Buopa3Hoobpa3zuemo, kamo 20Ag9Ma Yacm 0m u3moYHuUs UM gsa e BkaloueHa B
eBponetckama ekoaozuyHa Mpexka om 3auwumenu 304U Hamypa 2000. A3anoxkbama npegecmabs guBama npu-
pOga UMEHHO B He20: egHO 0m nocAegHUMe 3ana3eHu geBemBeHu kemuema Ha EBpona. I3mouHume Pogonu
Ca U nocAegHomo B bbA2apug yoexkuwie 3a yepHume u benoz2naBume Aewogagu, koM Koumo e Haco4yeH npoek-
Mobm no npoepama LIFE ,0na3Bane Ha yepHUMEe u bero2rnaBume rewosdgu 6 Pogonume”

This year we mark the 25th Anniversary of the LIFE Programme and of the Habitats Directive, both approved on
21st May 1992. Since then they have contributed enormously to the preservation of Europe’s priceless natural
heritage, and in the last ten years to the conservation of nature in Bulgaria too. With this exhibition we would
like to express our recognition and.to raise the public.awareness about the considerable achievements of both
the EU nature conservation legislation, as well.as the LIFE Programme in protecting Bulgarian nature and the
Rhodope Mountains-in particular. The Rhodope Mountains are a true treasury of biodiversity, and a large part
of their eastern range is included in Europe’'s network of protected areas, Natura 2000. The exhibition presents
the wildlife in one of the last surviving wilderness areas in Europe. The Eastern Rhodope Mountains are also the
last Bulgarian stronghold of the Black and the Griffon vultures - the protagonists of the LIFE project Conserva-
tion of Black and Griffon Vultures in the Rhodopes area.
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