BnacrenuHute Ha poponckoto Hebe The Lords of the Rhodopean Skies

YEPEH NELLOAA

HepHUAT newwoan e U3BecTeH oLle KaTo ,kapTtan'.
Y HaC TOV € 1n34e3Has KaTo rHe3asLl, BUA;
BCHLLHOCT eANHCTBEHaTa My rHe300Ba KOJTOHUS
Ha bankaHuTe ce HamKrpa B HaLMOHaNHMUA Napk
[ans B rpblikaTa YacT Ha Pogonute, 61130 oo
rpaHuLaTa ¢ bbarapud. [NTuum ot KONOHUATA YeCTo
noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
C KOETO BABXBAT XMBOT Ha HaOEXANTE 33 TAXHOTO
3aBpbluaHe. MNMpoekTsT LIFE Vultures nma 3a yen
Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U pa3sLLnpABaHe nonynaumunTe Ha
YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
Rhodope transborder area.

MARKUS VARESVU

SALUMTEHA 30HA
»CTYAEH KNAQEHEL

3awmreHa 30Ha ,,CTyaeH KnafgeHeL” ce Hamumpa
B I3TOUHNTEe Pooonu n BKNOYBA YacCT OT
e4HOVMMEHHNA 930BUMpP, Cb34aLEH B CKASTHO
nedune C OTBECHW CKaln U CTPbMHUK bperose Ha
peka Apna. CTyoeH knafeHew, e npeacraBuTesneH
PAaVIOH 3a Cpefn3eMHOMOPCKUS OMOM 1 e efiHa
OT HaMW-3HAYUMKUTE 30HM 33 OMa3BAHETO Ha
4yepHuns, benornaBung U eruneTckns neLloas.
30HaTa € YacT OT eBpornencKkaTa ekonornyHaTa
Mmpexa Hatypa 2000.

(_)_/_VMLLD VYON DE&S_OF EUROPE

CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewosamTe He HanagaT OOMALLUHN U ONBU XUBOTHM, @ CE XPAHAT € AUHCTBEHO
C HAMepeHN MbPTBM TakmMBa. I3BECTHM OLLIe KaTo ,,CaHUTapuUTe Ha NpupoaaTa’
Te 33 OpoeHn YacoBe MoraT fa ce CNpaBaT ePpekTUBHO C Tpyna 40Py Ha efpo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy
bonectn cpef, OMALLUHUTE W OUBUTE XMBOTHM 1 XOpaTa.

Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.
Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans.

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA

STUDEN KLADENETS

Studen Kladenets Special Protection Area (SPA)

is located in the Eastern Rhodopes and includes
Studen Kladenets Dam, built in a rock gorge with
steep cliffs and slopes on the course of Arda River.
Studen Kladenets has a global significance as a
representative site of the Mediterranean biome.

't is also one of the most important areas for the
conservation of the cinereous, griffon and Egyptian
vultures. it is part of the European environmental
network NATURA 2000.
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BENOINAB NELWLOAA

benornasunat newoss 6un mMHorobpoeH B
bbnrapus. B Ha4anoto Ha 20-Tn BEK YNC/IEHOCTTa
MY 3aMo4Ba [a HaMasngaBa U BUOLT € foBeneH

[0 Npara Ha n34ye3BaHeTo. bnarofgapeHve Ha
yCuneHuTe npupono3allmnTHN LeVHOCTY B
nocnedHuTe neceTnnetns Tom 3anoysa 0aBHoO [a
Cé Bb3CTaHOBABa, a Npe3 2016 1. YNCEHOCTTa MY
noctura 80 ABOWKW. B KOHTUMHeEHTaHa [bpuus

B OHELUHO Bpeme ca ouenenn camo okosno 20
0BOVKK Bbenornasu newoanu. EaHa ot uenute

Ha npoekTa LIFE Vultures e onassaHeTo Ha
eJUHCTBEHaTa ecTecTBeHa nonynaumsa B bbnrapums.

THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses
on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.

STAFFAN WIDSTRAND‘ REWILDING EUROPE

Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMﬂ CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is
so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.

JL\AN (‘:‘LRLOS MURNOZ ROBREDO / REWILDING EUROPE

[MpoekTobT LIFE Vultures

B mmHanoto B bbnrapus ca ce cpelanu yetnpw Buaa newwoann: benornas, YepeH, ermneTckn n bpagat. bpagatvar U YepHUSAT ca n34esHau
KaTO rHe345LLM OT CTpaHaTa, a benornaBumsaT U erMneTckUaT ca U3KI0YMTENTHO pedKM U 33 ONa3BaHETO MM e HeObXOAMMO MoaraHeTo Ha
cneumanHun yeunus. CTbnka B Ta3u nocoka e LIFE + npoekTa “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasumTe newoaan”. MpoekTsT Lenu Aa BbpHe
M34e3HaNns YepeH Newwos, Aa Bb3CTaHOBMW NonynaumnsaTa Ha 6enornasms Newosam 1 Aa NOMOrHe 3a NO-HaTaTbLLUHOTO MM YBeInyaBaHe
Ha TepuTopMATa Ha PogonuTe B Mbpunsa v bbarapus. 3a LenTa we ce paboTn 33 yBeNMYaBaHe Ha XpaHWUTeNHaTa 6a3a Ha NTULUTE U
HamansgBaHe Ha GakTopuTe, MPUYNHABALLM CMBPTHOCT KaTo OpakoHMEPCTBO, OTPaBSHE U MHLMOEHTM, CBbP3aHM C eNeKTponpoBoaM.

VULTURES

www.life-vultures.com

LIFE Vultures project

Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.
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MpoekTsT ,,Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasute newosan 8 Pogonute® (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e dbuHaHcpaH no nporpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cbio3.
The project ,,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains® (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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HepHUAT newwoan e U3BecTeH oLle KaTo ,kapTtan'.
Y HaC TOV € 1n34e3Has KaTo rHe3asLl, BUA;
BCHLLHOCT eANHCTBEHaTa My rHe300Ba KOJTOHUS
Ha bankaHuTe ce HamKrpa B HaLMOHaNHMUA Napk
[ans B rpblikaTa YacT Ha Pogonute, 61130 oo
rpaHuLaTa ¢ bbarapud. [NTuum ot KONOHUATA YeCTo
noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
C KOETO BABXBAT XMBOT Ha HaOEXANTE 33 TAXHOTO
3aBpbluaHe. MNMpoekTsT LIFE Vultures nma 3a yen
Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U pa3sLLnpABaHe nonynaumunTe Ha
YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
Rhodope transborder area.

MARKUS VARESVU

SALUMTEHA 30HA
»MocT APaA*

3aumTeHa 30Ha ,,MocTt Apaa” ce Hammpa B
N3TOUHUTE POLOMNN, YacT OT 4ONIMHATA Ha peKa
ApOa mexnay a3osupute ,,CTyOeH KiageHew,”

n ,MiBannosrpagd’. Tasu 3alUMTeHa 30Ha € OT
CbLLECTBEHO 3HAYEHME 33 OMa3BaAHETO Ha
newwoaaHmnTe NTULUM U e egHo OT MecTaTta, B KOUTO
Ce Pa3MHOXaBaT CBETOBHO3ACTPaLLUEHNS ernneTCKu
newosa, KakTo n benornaBmg newwosn. 3oHaTta e
YacT OT ekoslorndHaTa mpexa Hatypa 2000.
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CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewoagunTe He HanagaT JOMALUHN U AMBUW XUBOTHU, @ CE XPAHAT eAMHCTBEHO
C HAMepeHN MbPTBM TakmMBa. I3BECTHM OLLIe KaTo ,,CaHUTapuUTe Ha NpupoaaTa’
Te 33 bpoeHM YacoBe MOraT fia ce CnpaBdaT ebekTUBHO C Tpymna AOPW Ha eapo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy

bonectu cpen, OOMALLHUTE N OUBUTE XUBOTHU 1 XOPATa.

Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.

Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans.

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA
MosT ARDA

Special protection area is located in the Eastern
Rhodope Mountains and covers a section of Arda
River valley — between Studen Kladenec and
vaylovgrad Dams. This SPA is very important for
the conservation of vultures. It is one of the few
sites in Bulgaria with global significance for the
conservation of the black and Egyptian vultures.
't is part of the European environmental network
NATURA 2000.
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Ha npoekTa LIFE Vultures e onassaHeTo Ha
eJUHCTBEHaTa ecTecTBeHa nonynaumsa B bbnrapums.

THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses
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Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMH CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is

on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.

so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.
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[MpoekTobT LIFE Vultures

B mmHanoto B bbnrapus ca ce cpelanu yetnpw Buaa newwoann: benornas, YepeH, ermneTckn n bpagat. bpagatvar U YepHUSAT ca n34esHau
KaTO rHe345LLM OT CTpaHaTa, a benornaBumsaT U erMneTckUaT ca U3KI0YMTENTHO pedKM U 33 ONa3BaHETO MM e HeObXOAMMO MoaraHeTo Ha
cneumanHun yeunus. CTbnka B Ta3u nocoka e LIFE + npoekTa “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasumTe newoaan”. MpoekTsT Lenu Aa BbpHe
M34e3HaNns YepeH Newwos, Aa Bb3CTaHOBMW NonynaumnsaTa Ha 6enornasms Newosam 1 Aa NOMOrHe 3a NO-HaTaTbLLUHOTO MM YBeInyaBaHe
Ha TepuTopMATa Ha PogonuTe B Mbpunsa v bbarapus. 3a LenTa we ce paboTn 33 yBeNMYaBaHe Ha XpaHWUTeNHaTa 6a3a Ha NTULUTE U
HaMansBaHe Ha GaKkTopUTe, MPUUMHABALLM CMBPTHOCT KaTo BpakoHWEPCTBO, OTPABSAHE U UHLMOEHTU, CBBP3aHW C eNleKTponpoBOAM.

LIFE Vultures project

Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.
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MpoekTsT ,,Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasute newosan 8 Pogonute® (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000987) e dbuHaHcpaH no nporpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cbio3.
The project ,,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains® (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000987) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
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YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
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s

SALUMTEHA 30HA
fisoBup UBAMNOBIPAL

3almTeHa 30Ha (33) ,4308Mp VBamnosrpaa” e
DA3MONIOXEHa B TACHAaTa OONMHA Ha peka Apda, B
Onn3ocT 0o eAHOMMEHHUA rpan. [o-rongamara YacTt
OT TEPUTOPUATA € NMOKPUTA OT LLUMPOKONUCTHN ropy,
XPpaCTU,TPEBHM CbOOLLLECTBA U OTOE/THW CKASTHY
dbopMaLlnK. 30HaTa € BaXXHa 3a OMa3BaHETO Ha
pefKku 1 3aCTpalleH MeCcToobUTaHMA, pacTeHs

1 XMBOTHW KaTO erMneTcku newosn, Mopcku oper,
MaJTbK OpPEeN 1 YepeH LbpPKeN 1 Ap. 30HaTa € 4YacT OT
eBpornenckarta ekonornyHata mpexa Hatypa 2000.

CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewoagunTe He HanagaT JOMALUHN U AMBUW XUBOTHU, @ CE XPAHAT eAMHCTBEHO
C HAMepeHN MbPTBM TakmMBa. I3BECTHM OLLIe KaTo ,,CaHUTapuUTe Ha NpupoaaTa’
Te 33 bpoeHM YacoBe MOraT fia ce CnpaBdaT ebekTUBHO C Tpymna AOPW Ha eapo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy

bonectu cpen, OOMALLHUTE N OUBUTE XUBOTHU 1 XOPATa.

Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.

Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans.

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA
YAZOVIR IVAYLOVGRAD

Yazovir Ivaylovgrad Special Protection Area is
located in the Eastern Rhodopes, and includes

a part of the Ivaylovgrad Dam on the Arda

River together with the surrounding mountain
slopes. This area has European significance for
the protection and conservation of rare and
threatened habitats, plants and animals. These
include the Egyptian vulture, white-tailed eagle,
booted eagle and black stork. It is part of the
European environmental network NATURA 2000.
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THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses
on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.
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Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMﬂ CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is

so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.
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[MpoekTobT LIFE Vultures

B MmnHanoto B anrapvm Ca Ce Cpelllann 4etnpun Bnaa newosann: 6EJ'IOITIaB, HepeH, eErnneTckn n 6paﬂaT. Bpauamm N HEPHUAT Ca N34E3HAJIN

KaTO rHe3sALWLm OT CTpaHaTta, a 6enornaBuaT U ermneTckUSaT ca U3KIYUTENHO peLKN N 3a OMNa3BaHETO UM € HEO6XO,EI,I/IN\O MOJ1araHETo Ha

cneumanHun yeunus. CTbnka B Ta3u nocoka e LIFE + npoekTa “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasumTe newoaan”. MpoekTsT Lenu Aa BbpHe
M34e3HaNns YepeH Newwos, Aa Bb3CTaHOBMW NonynaumnsaTa Ha 6enornasms Newosam 1 Aa NOMOrHe 3a NO-HaTaTbLLUHOTO MM YBeInyaBaHe
Ha TepuTopMATa Ha PogonuTe B Mbpunsa v bbarapus. 3a LenTa we ce paboTn 33 yBeNMYaBaHe Ha XpaHWUTeNHaTa 6a3a Ha NTULUTE U

HaMansBaHe Ha GaKkTopUTe, MPUUMHABALLM CMBPTHOCT KaTo BpakoHWEPCTBO, OTPABSAHE U UHLMOEHTU, CBBP3aHW C eNleKTponpoBOAM.

V“LTURES LIFE Vultures project

www.life-vultures.com Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.
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YEPEH NELLOAA

HepHUAT newwoan e U3BecTeH oLle KaTo ,kapTtan'.
Y HaC TOV € 1n34e3Has KaTo rHe3asLl, BUA;
BCHLLHOCT eANHCTBEHaTa My rHe300Ba KOJTOHUS
Ha bankaHuTe ce HamKrpa B HaLMOHaNHMUA Napk
[ans B rpblikaTa YacT Ha Pogonute, 61130 oo
rpaHuLaTa ¢ bbarapud. [NTuum ot KONOHUATA YeCTo
noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
C KOETO BABXBAT XMBOT Ha HaOEXANTE 33 TAXHOTO
3aBpbluaHe. MNMpoekTsT LIFE Vultures nma 3a yen
Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U pa3sLLnpABaHe nonynaumunTe Ha
YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
Rhodope transborder area.

MARKUS VARESVU
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CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewoagunTe He HanagaT JOMALUHN U AMBUW XUBOTHU, @ CE XPAHAT eAMHCTBEHO
C HAMepeHN MbPTBM TakmMBa. I3BECTHM OLLIe KaTo ,,CaHUTapuUTe Ha NpupoaaTa’
Te 33 bpoeHM YacoBe MOraT fia ce CnpaBdaT ebekTUBHO C Tpymna AOPW Ha eapo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy

bonectu cpen, OOMALLHUTE N OUBUTE XUBOTHU 1 XOPATa.

Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.

Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans.
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STAFFAN WIDSTRAND'! REWILDING EUROPE

Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMﬂ CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is
so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.

BENOINAB NELWLOAA

benornasunat newoss 6un mMHorobpoeH B
bbnrapus. B Ha4anoto Ha 20-Tn BEK YNC/IEHOCTTa
MY 3aMo4Ba [a HaMasngaBa U BUOLT € foBeneH

[0 Npara Ha n34ye3BaHeTo. bnarofgapeHve Ha
yCuneHuTe npupono3allmnTHN LeVHOCTY B
nocnedHuTe neceTnnetns Tom 3anoysa 0aBHoO [a
Cé Bb3CTaHOBABa, a Npe3 2016 1. YNCEHOCTTa MY
noctura 80 ABOWKW. B KOHTUMHeEHTaHa [bpuus

B OHELUHO Bpeme ca ouenenn camo okosno 20
0BOVKK Bbenornasu newoanu. EaHa ot uenute

Ha npoekTa LIFE Vultures e onassaHeTo Ha
eJUHCTBEHaTa ecTecTBeHa nonynaumsa B bbnrapums.

THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses
on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.
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B MmnHanoto B anrapvm Ca Ce Cpelllann 4etnpun Bnaa newosann: 6EJ'IOITIaB, HepeH, eErnneTckn n 6paﬂaT. Bpauamm N HEPHUAT Ca N34E3HAJIN
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KaTO rHe3sALWLm OT CTpaHaTta, a 6enornaBuaT U ermneTckUSaT ca U3KIYUTENHO peLKN N 3a OMNa3BaHETO UM € HEO6XO,EI,I/IN\O MOJ1araHETo Ha

SALULMTEHA 30HA SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA

“ cneumnanHun yeunua. Crbnka B Ta3m nocoka e LIFE + npoekTta “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasute newoagn”. NpoekTsT Lenv 0a BbpHe
’,no B POCTAH Do B Ro STAN N34E3Ha/INA YepeH Nnewosi, na Bb3CTaHOBW NONMynaunAaTa Ha benornaBus newoann n a NOMOIHE 3ad No-HaTaTblWHOTO MM YBEJINHaBaHE
Ha TeputopusaTa Ha Pogonute B bpuns n bbnrapus. 3a Lenta e ce paboTtu 3a yBennyaBaHe Ha XpaHuTesiHata 6asa Ha nTuumTe u
3a LLINTEHA 30HA ,,,D,O6POCTa H" ce 9BgBa Dobrostan Special Protection Area is located HamanaBaHe Ha GakToOpUTE, MPUUYMHABALLM CMbPTHOCT KaTo BPakOHUEPCTBO, OTPABAHE U MHLMAEHTU, CBbP3aH C eNeKTponpoBOaM.
rpaHnLaTa mexay 3anagHu Pogonu un N3To4HM in the border between Eastern and Western "“LTURES .
LIFE Vultures project

Poponu. 30Hata e LeHHa nopagn Hann4neTo Rhodope Mountains.This area has significance on a
Ha pefKku 1 NpencTaBUTeNIHN 33 €BPOMenckaTa Furopean level for the protection and conservation
dnopa n dayHa MectoobuUTaHms, pacTeHUs U of rare and threatened habitats, plants and
XXMBOTHU KaTO €rMNEeTCKM el oa, CKaneH opern, animals. These include the Egyptian vulture,

www.life-vultures.com Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.

newiapka, ryxap, benorpbb kbngay v gp. 30Hata
€ YaCT OT eBpornenckaTa ekonornyHaTa mpexa
HaTypa 2000.

golden eagle, hazel grouse, capercaillie and white-
backed woodpecker. It is part of the European
environmental network NATURA 2000.
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YEPEH NELLOAA

HepHUAT newwoan e U3BecTeH oLle KaTo ,kapTtan'.
Y HaC TOV € 1n34e3Has KaTo rHe3asLl, BUA;
BCHLLHOCT eANHCTBEHaTa My rHe300Ba KOJTOHUS
Ha bankaHuTe ce HamKrpa B HaLMOHaNHMUA Napk
[ans B rpblikaTa YacT Ha Pogonute, 61130 oo
rpaHuLaTa ¢ bbarapud. [NTuum ot KONOHUATA YeCTo
noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
C KOETO BABXBAT XMBOT Ha HaOEXANTE 33 TAXHOTO
3aBpbluaHe. MNMpoekTsT LIFE Vultures nma 3a yen
Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U pa3sLLnpABaHe nonynaumunTe Ha
YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
Rhodope transborder area.

MARKUS VARESVU

SALUMTEHA 30HA
BbANA PEKA

3alumTeHa 30Ha) ,bsna peka“ ce Hamumpa B
HenocpeAcTBeHa BNM30CT OO0 rpaHuLaTa C
Penybnuka Mepumg, N3touHn Pogonu. bana

peka e npencTaBuUTesieH PanoH, XapakTepeH 33
Cpefm3eMHOMOPCKMA BMOM. TS e BaXKHa 30Ha
33 XpaHa M NoYMBKa Ha CBETOBHO 3aCTpalleHnTe
YepeH 1 ernneTckm elosan. 30HaTa e YacT oT

eBporenckarta ekonornyHata mpexa Hatypa 2000.
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CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewoagunTe He HanagaT JOMALUHN U AMBUW XUBOTHU, @ CE XPAHAT eAMHCTBEHO
C HAMepeHN MbPTBM TakmMBa. I3BECTHM OLLIe KaTo ,,CaHUTapuUTe Ha NpupoaaTa’
Te 33 bpoeHM YacoBe MOraT fia ce CnpaBdaT ebekTUBHO C Tpymna AOPW Ha eapo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy

bonectu cpen, OOMALLHUTE N OUBUTE XUBOTHU 1 XOPATa.

Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.
Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans.

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA
BYALA REKA

Byala Reka Special Protection Area is located next
to the national border with GreeceByala Reka is
globally significant as a representative area of

the Mediterranean biome. It contains important
feeding and resting sites for two globally
threatened species: the cinereous and the Egyptian
vultures. It is part of the European environmental
network NATURA 2000.
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Ha npoekTa LIFE Vultures e onassaHeTo Ha
eJUHCTBEHaTa ecTecTBeHa nonynaumsa B bbnrapums.

THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses
on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.
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Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMﬂ CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is

so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.
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KaTO rHe3sALWLm OT CTpaHaTta, a 6enornaBuaT U ermneTckUSaT ca U3KIYUTENHO peLKN N 3a OMNa3BaHETO UM € HEO6XO,EI,I/IN\O MOJ1araHETo Ha

cneumanHun yeunus. CTbnka B Ta3u nocoka e LIFE + npoekTa “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasumTe newoaan”. MpoekTsT Lenu Aa BbpHe
M34e3HaNns YepeH Newwos, Aa Bb3CTaHOBMW NonynaumnsaTa Ha 6enornasms Newosam 1 Aa NOMOrHe 3a NO-HaTaTbLLUHOTO MM YBeInyaBaHe
Ha TepuTopMATa Ha PogonuTe B Mbpunsa v bbarapus. 3a LenTa we ce paboTn 33 yBeNMYaBaHe Ha XpaHWUTeNHaTa 6a3a Ha NTULUTE U

HaMansBaHe Ha GaKkTopUTe, MPUUMHABALLM CMBPTHOCT KaTo BpakoHWEPCTBO, OTPABSAHE U UHLMOEHTU, CBBP3aHW C eNleKTponpoBOAM.

V“LTURES LIFE Vultures project

www.life-vultures.com Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.
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HepHUAT newwoan e U3BecTeH oLle KaTo ,kapTtan'.
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rpaHuLaTa ¢ bbarapud. [NTuum ot KONOHUATA YeCTo
noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
C KOETO BABXBAT XMBOT Ha HaOEXANTE 33 TAXHOTO
3aBpbluaHe. MNMpoekTsT LIFE Vultures nma 3a yen
Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U pa3sLLnpABaHe nonynaumunTe Ha
YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
Rhodope transborder area.

MARKUS VARESVU

SALUMTEHA 30HA
MAOXAPOBO

3aLumTeHa 30Ha (33) ,MaaxxapoBo® 0bxBallla
4aCT OT ObNOOKa, TACHA OO/IMHA Ha peka Apaa,
3200MKONEHA OT MIAHMHCKN CKNTOHOBE U CKaJTHY
MacuBW. TyK ce HaMmnpa efHa OT KONMOHUMUTE Ha
benornasusa newosn B bbarapug. Magxaposo
e e[JHO OT Hal-BaXKHNUTE MeCTa B CTpaHaTa 3a
OMa3BaHeTo Ha rpabnmeuTe NTULM U Hal-BeYe
33 CBETOBHO 3aCTpaLLeHNs ermneTcki neoss.
30HaTa e YacT OT eBpornenckata ekoormyHaTa
Mmpexa Hatypa 2000.
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CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewosamTe He HanagaT OOMALLUHN U ONBU XUBOTHM, @ CE XPAHAT € AUHCTBEHO
C HAMEepEeHN MbpPTBM TaknBa. I3BECTHM OLLLe KaTO ,,CaHUTapuTe Ha Npupodata”
Te 33 OpoeHn YacoBe MoraT fa ce CNpaBaT ePpekTUBHO C Tpyna 40Py Ha efpo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy
bonectn cpef, OMALLUHUTE W OUBUTE XMBOTHM 1 XOpaTa.
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Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.

Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans.

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA
MADZHAROVO

Madzharovo Special Protection Area is located

in the Eastern Rhodope Mountains between
Borislavtsi village and the town of Madzharovo.
This area is globally significant as a representative
site of the Mediterranean biome. It is also home to
one of the two griffon vulture colonies in Bulgaria,
and is part of the European environmental
network NATURA 2000.

MARKUS VARESVUO / WILD WONDERS OF EUROPE

BENOINAB NELWLOAA
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Ha npoekTa LIFE Vultures e onassaHeTo Ha
eJUHCTBEHaTa ecTecTBeHa nonynaumsa B bbnrapums.

THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses
on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.
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Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMﬂ CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is

so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.
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[MpoekTobT LIFE Vultures

’ B mmHanoto B bbnrapus ca ce cpelanu yetnpw Buaa newwoann: benornas, YepeH, ermneTckn n bpagat. bpagatvar U YepHUSAT ca n34esHau
KaTO rHe345LLM OT CTpaHaTa, a benornaBumsaT U erMneTckUaT ca U3KI0YMTENTHO pedKM U 33 ONa3BaHETO MM e HeObXOAMMO MoaraHeTo Ha
cneumanHun yeunus. CTbnka B Ta3u nocoka e LIFE + npoekTa “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasumTe newoaan”. MpoekTsT Lenu Aa BbpHe
M34e3HaNns YepeH Newwos, Aa Bb3CTaHOBMW NonynaumnsaTa Ha 6enornasms Newosam 1 Aa NOMOrHe 3a NO-HaTaTbLLUHOTO MM YBeInyaBaHe
Ha TepuTopMATa Ha PogonuTe B Mbpunsa v bbarapus. 3a LenTa we ce paboTn 33 yBeNMYaBaHe Ha XpaHWUTeNHaTa 6a3a Ha NTULUTE U

HaMansBaHe Ha GaKkTopUTe, MPUUMHABALLM CMBPTHOCT KaTo BpakoHWEPCTBO, OTPABSAHE U UHLMOEHTU, CBBP3aHW C eNleKTponpoBOAM.

V“LTURES LIFE Vultures project

www.life-vultures.com Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.
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BnacrenuHute Ha poponckoto Hebe The Lords of the Rhodopean Skies

YEPEH NELLOAA

HepHUAT newwoan e U3BecTeH oLle KaTo ,kapTtan'.
Y HaC TOV € 1n34e3Has KaTo rHe3asLl, BUA;
BCHLLHOCT eANHCTBEHaTa My rHe300Ba KOJTOHUS
Ha bankaHuTe ce HamKrpa B HaLMOHaNHMUA Napk
[ans B rpblikaTa YacT Ha Pogonute, 61130 oo
rpaHuLaTa ¢ bbarapud. [NTuum ot KONOHUATA YeCTo
noceLaBaTt TepuUTopudaTa HN B TbpCEHE Ha XpaHa,
C KOETO BABXBAT XMBOT Ha HaOEXANTE 33 TAXHOTO
3aBpbluaHe. MNMpoekTsT LIFE Vultures nma 3a yen
Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U pa3sLLnpABaHe nonynaumunTe Ha
YyepHuna newosn 8 Pogonure.

THE BLACK VULTURE

Known commonly as ‘kartal’, the black vulture
Is now extinct in Bulgaria as a breeding species.
The only breeding colony of the species in the
Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the
Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to
the border with Bulgaria. Members of this colony
often visit our country in search of food, giving
us hope that one day the species might return
here. This project will serve to enhance the
conservation of the black vulture population in
Rhodope transborder area.

MARKUS VARESVU

SALUMTEHA 30HA
2y KPYMOBMLIA®

3almTeHa 30Ha ,Kpymosuua“ obxBalla 4ONNHY
B CpeHOTO TeveHue Ha peka KpymoBuua,
3a€HO C peka [owyH gepe v npunexatimte
KbM TSAX Bb3BULIEHUSA U CKIOHOBE Ha VI3TouHUTE
Pogonn. MacToTo e ¢ BUCOK NMpUupoao3aLlmTeH
CTaTyC KaTo npencraBmTeneH panoH 3a
CpeOv3eMHOMOPCKMSA OMOM 1 e ejHa OT Hau-
Ba>XHWTE 30HWN 3a OMa3BaHETO Ha CBETOBHO
3aCTPaLLEHUTE YEPEH N eruneTckn newoagn.
30HaTa € 4YacT OT eBponenckaTa ekonornyHaTa
Mmpexa Hatypa 2000.
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MARKUS VARESVUO / WILD WONDERS OF EUROPE

CaHuTapuTe Ha npupopaara

[lewoagunTe He HanagaT JOMALUHN U AMBUW XUBOTHU, @ CE XPAHAT eAMHCTBEHO
C HAMepeHN MbPTBM TakmMBa. I3BECTHM OLLIe KaTo ,,CaHUTapuUTe Ha NpupoaaTa’
Te 33 bpoeHM YacoBe MOraT fia ce CnpaBdaT ebekTUBHO C Tpymna AOPW Ha eapo
XMBOTHO. Taka NnewosamTe NnpeaoTBPaTABaT Pa3npoCTPaHEHNETO Ha 3apasHy

bonectu cpen, OOMALLHUTE N OUBUTE XUBOTHU 1 XOPATa.

Nature’s health officers

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they solely feed on carcasses.
Known as ‘nature’s health officers’ they can even dispose of large animal
carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. This avoids spread of disease

i AT
among domestic and wild animals, and also among humans. P O ¢ e e

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA
KRUuMOVITSA

Krumovitsa Special Protection Area is located in
southern Bulgaria and includes the valleys in the
middle course of Krumovitsa River, along with the
valley of Dusun Dere River and the neighbouring
hills and slopes of the Eastern Rhodope
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Mountains.This area has global significance as a ' L e——

representative area of the Mediterranean biome.
't is among the most important areas for the
conservation of the globally threatened Egyptian
vulture. It is part of the European environmental
network NATURA 2000.
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BENOINAB NELWLOAA

benornasunat newoss 6un mMHorobpoeH B
bbnrapus. B Ha4anoto Ha 20-Tn BEK YNC/IEHOCTTa
MY 3aMo4Ba [a HaMasngaBa U BUOLT € foBeneH

[0 Npara Ha n34ye3BaHeTo. bnarofgapeHve Ha
yCuneHuTe npupono3allmnTHN LeVHOCTY B
nocnedHuTe neceTnnetns Tom 3anoysa 0aBHoO [a
Cé Bb3CTaHOBABa, a Npe3 2016 1. YNCEHOCTTa MY
noctura 80 ABOWKW. B KOHTUMHeEHTaHa [bpuus

B OHELUHO Bpeme ca ouenenn camo okosno 20
0BOVKK Bbenornasu newoanu. EaHa ot uenute

Ha npoekTa LIFE Vultures e onassaHeTo Ha
eJUHCTBEHaTa ecTecTBeHa nonynaumsa B bbnrapums.

THE GRIFFON VULTURE

The griffon vulture was once widespread in
Bulgaria. At the turn of the 20" century, however, its
numbers started to drop until the species reached
the point of extinction. Thanks to considerable
conservation efforts in recent decades, the species
has thankfully begun a slow recovery, and in

2016 it numbered 80 pairs in Bulgaria. At present
only about 20 pairs of griffon vultures remain in
continental Greece. The LIFE Vulture project focuses

STAFFAN WIDSTRAND" REWILDING EUROPE

Kon nma Han-3gpaBusa ctomax B cBeTta?

XapaKTepHo 3a Jiewodante e, e MMat U3KJTIOYNTEJTHO BNCOKa CTOMALLHA
KNCENNHHOCT, KOATO HEYTPalTM3pd MUKPOOPTIraHN3IMUTE B NMOIbJIHATATAd MbpPLLA.
CM4ATa ce, Ye Te umart HaVI-Bﬂ,paBMﬂ CTOMaX MSMeX Y BCUHKU XNBWN OPIrdaHU3MK
Ha nnaHeTaTa. KncenmnHaTta B HEro e TofikoBa CU/THa, Ye e B CbCTodgHMe Oa
Pa3J10KWN HE CaMO KOCTHU, a JOPU METAJl.

Who has the most efficient stomach in the world?

High stomach acidity is typical for all vultures — the acids help neutralize
potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that they feed on. Vultures
are thought to have the most efficient stomachs of all living things. Their acid is

on Bulgaria’s main griffon vulture colonies.

so strong that it can dissolve not only bones but metal too.

 LIFE
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[MpoekTobT LIFE Vultures

B MmnHanoto B anrapvm Ca Ce Cpelllann 4etnpun Bnaa newosann: 6EJ'IOITIaB, HepeH, eErnneTckn n 6paﬂaT. Bpauamm N HEPHUAT Ca N34E3HAJIN
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KaTO rHe345LLM OT CTpaHaTa, a benornaBumsaT U erMneTckUaT ca U3KI0YMTENTHO pedKM U 33 ONa3BaHETO MM e HeObXOAMMO MoaraHeTo Ha
cneumanHun yeunus. CTbnka B Ta3u nocoka e LIFE + npoekTa “Ona3BaHe Ha YepHuTe 1 benornasumTe newoaan”. MpoekTsT Lenu Aa BbpHe
M34e3HaNns YepeH Newwos, Aa Bb3CTaHOBMW NonynaumnsaTa Ha 6enornasms Newosam 1 Aa NOMOrHe 3a NO-HaTaTbLLUHOTO MM YBeInyaBaHe
Ha TepuTopMATa Ha PogonuTe B Mbpunsa v bbarapus. 3a LenTa we ce paboTn 33 yBeNMYaBaHe Ha XpaHWUTeNHaTa 6a3a Ha NTULUTE U
HamansgBaHe Ha GakTopuTe, MPUYNHABALLM CMBPTHOCT KaTo OpakoHMEPCTBO, OTPaBSHE U MHLMOEHTM, CBbP3aHM C eNeKTponpoBoaM.

VULTURES

www.life-vultures.com

LIFE Vultures project

Of the four vulture species once found in Bulgaria — the griffon, black, Egyptian and bearded vulture — only the griffon and Egyptian vulture
are still present in the Eastern Rhodopes. This means that special efforts are needed to protect and bring back vultures to the area. A
valuable step in this direction is the LIFE project “Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains™. The aim of the
project is to strengthen and restore populations of black and griffon vulture in the Rhodope Mountains, mainly by improving natural prey
availability and reducing mortality through factors such as poaching, poisoning and power line electrocution and collisions.
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