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Mpoekmvbm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6erozaaBume Aewosigu 8 Pogonume"” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Beue Hakoako 20guHU cneuuaAHO 0byyeHOmMoO kyue bapc u Hez08us
Bogau Hukoaal Tep3ueB om BA3IM nomazam 3a ona3zBaHemo Ha Aewo-
sgume 8 M3moyHume Pogonu u He camo. Te ca yacm om nopBus u
eguHcmBeH 8 cmpaHama ekun 3a 6opba c ompoBume. O2poMHUME
wemu, koumo mo>ke ga HaHece Ha npupogama u YoBeka u3noa3BaHe-
mo Ha ompoBu, e npuyuHama B pamkume Ha LIFE npoekm "Ona3BaHe
Ha yepHume u beao2aaBume Aewosigu 8 Pogonume” ga 6vbgam 3a-
CMbneHu gedHocmu 3a 6opba c He3akoHHOMO nocmaBsiHe Ha omMpoB-
HU Nnpumamku.

For several years now the specially trained dog Bars and his handler
Nikolay Terziev from BSPB have been protecting the vultures in the
Rhodope Mountains and beyond. They are part of the first and only An-
ti-poison dog unitin Bulgaria. The use of poison and poisoned baits can
cause enormous harm to nature and humans. Therefore, in order to
avoid poisoning incidents, activities aiming at preventing the illegal
disposal of poisonous baits are carried out within the LIFE project ,Con-
servation of black and griffon vultures in the Rhodope Mountains".
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Mpoekmobm ,Ona3BaHe Ha YyepHume u 6ero2aaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

B MUHAAOMO YepHUSIM AeWosig e buA yecmo cpew,aH Ha baakaHume.
AHec 2He3gu camo B8 cmapa u2aoAucmHa 20pa 8 HauuoHaAHuUs napk
Aags, 8 2pouykama yacm Ha Pogonume. THe3gomo My, pa3noAoxkeHo
Ha Bbpxa Ha kopoHama Ha gopB0, gocmuza go 2 M. B guamemop u 1 M.
BucouuHa. 3a ga 6bgam npuBAeyeHu omHoB0O Ha mepumopusima Ha
BoAcapus, om HakoAako 2oguHu 8 6bAazapckama yacm Ha Pogonume ce
u3zpakgam u3zkycmBeHu 2He3ga no mexeH Bkyc. Beue 15 2He3ga ouak-
Bam cBoume obumameau.

N

In the past, black vulture was a common species in the Balkans. Today,
the species breed only in an old coniferous forest in Dadia National
Park in Greece. They build their nests on the top of the tree crown; the
nest is impressive: 2 m. in width and 1 m. in height. Artificial nests are
placed on trees in the Bulgarian part of the Eastern Rhodopes in an at-
tempt to attract breeding pairs and thus expand the population. 15
nests are already waiting for their inhabitants.




Aewosgume He Hanagam gomawHu u guBu >kuBomHu: xpaHsm ce  Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they feed entirely on
- eguHcmBeHo ¢ mpynoBe Ha ympeau >kuBomHu. M3BecmHu owe kamo  carrion. Known as “nature’s health officers”, they are able to clear out
NATURA 2000 «<CAHUMapume Ha npupogama", me ca cnocobHu camo 3a bpoeHu yacoBe  even large animal carcasses within a few hours after its discovery. Thus

ga ce cnpaBam epekmuBHo gopu ¢ mpyna Ha egpo >kuBomHo. [To mo3u  they prevent the spread of diseases among domestic and wild animals,
by 1 oowg?%?m HauuH Aewosigume npegomBpamsiBam pa3znpocmpaHeHuemo Ha 3a-  and among humans too.
pa3HuU boaecmu cpeg gomawHuUmMe, guBume >kuBomHu u xopama.
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NMpoekmvbm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6erozaaBume Aewosigu B8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus cvlo3. The project
~Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”

(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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Mpoekmobm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6ero2aaBume Aewosigu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus covlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

ogdan Boev

[AaBama u wusima Ha 6eaoz2aaBus Aewosg ca 20AU. ToBa npeyu Ha
bakmepuume u Ha gpyaume napa3umu 8 mpynoBeme Ha >kuBomHu-
me ga ce 3agbprkam 8 nepama u ga npuduHam uHdekyuu. Mpucnoco-
bAeHUEMO nOMaza Ha nmuuume ga 3ana3sam 3gpaBemo cu okoao

XpaHa, kosmo aecHo moxke ga ce okarke onacHa 3a gpy2ume >kuBomHu.

The head and the neck of the Griffon Vulture are bare; thus when the
birds feed on carcasses, bacteria and other parasites cannot attach
themselves to their feathers and cause infections. The adaptation
keeps the birds healthy regardless of a diet that could easily prove
harmful to other animals.
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3yb6bpbm, u3BecmeH owe kamo eBponelcku 6u3oH, e Hal-egpomo
mpeBonacHo >kuBomHo 8 EBpona. M3ue3HaA HanbAHO om guBama
npupoga 8 HayaAaomo Ha 20-u Bek, 8 pe3yaAmam Ha MH020 ycuAus 3y-
6opom nocmeneHHO omH0B0 3aema cBoemo msacmo 8 omBopeHume
20pcku ekocucmemu, npeBpowialtku ce 8 cumBoa Ha 3aBpobwaHemo Ha
guBama npupoga Ha Cmapus koHmuHeHm. Mpe3 2013 2. maaka 2pyna
3ybpu ca 3aceAeHu B 3awumeHa 30Ha ,CmygeH KAaageHey”, a npe3
2019 2. )kuBomHume ca ocBobogeHu 8 guBama npupoga Ha M3moyHu
Pogonu.




EAeH ronamap CHumka: © bozgaH BoeB / Fallow deer Image: © Bogdan Boev
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Mpoekmom ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6ero2aaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume"” (LIFE14
NAT /NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

EgHa om Hald-BneyamasiBawiume U OMAUYUMEAHU Yepmu Ha eAeHa
Aonamap ca pozama. Camo Modkkume pa3zBuBam poza, koumo 3anouBam
ga pacmam npoAremma u ce cMeHsim Bcsika 2oguHa. Cmapume nagam
npe3 3uMama cAeg npukalouBaHemo Ha pa3mMHOkUMeEAHUST Ce30H.
Aokamo eareHoBusim poz HapacmBa, mou e nokpum ¢ koxka, u3z2pageHa
om MHOYkecmBo kpbBoHocHU cbgoBe. Nokpumuemo ocuzypsiBa xpaHa u
XxpaHumeaHu BewecmBa kom HapacmBawama kocm. B kpas Ha
ASIMOMO, CAeg goCMmu2aHemo Ha NbAHUS pa3Mep Ha kocmma, kaguge-
mo u3cbxBa u naga. Tazu mopmBa kocmHa cmpykmypa e 3psiA poe.

One of the most impressive and distinguishing features of the red deer
are the antlers. The males develop antlers in the spring and once the
breeding season is over, a drop in circulating testosterone leads to the
antlers being cast and the cycle begins again. As the deer antler grows,
they are covered by a hairy skin called velvet carrying the nerves and
blood vessels that feed the rapidly growing bone. In the late summer,
after reaching the full bone size, the velvet dries and falls. This dead
bone structure is a mature antler.
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Mpoekmvbm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eroz2aaBume Aewosigu B8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Mpe3 pa3mHo)kumeAHus nepuog ( uAu m.Hap. cBambyBaHe) eaneHume
cmaBam u3zkalouumeaHo akmuBHu u npomeHsim noBegeHuemo cu. B
umMemo Ha 6bgew,omo cu nomomcmBo, modkkume ce copeBHoBaBam
9pocmMHO 3a BHumMaHuemo Ha >keHckume. Mwkkume eaeHu Bogsm
6oeBe, HO HapaHsBaHusima ca pssgkocm. boeBeme BkalouBam pumyaa-
HO bAvckaHe ¢ poza, koumo caegBam ycmaHoBeHu npaBuaa. 1o Bpeme
Ha cBambyBaHemo moXkkume 2ybssm okoao 20% om meaaomo cu.

During the breeding period, or the rut, the stags become extremely
active and change their behavior. To ensure the secession of their genes
and offsprings, the male animals compete fiercely for the attention of
females, or the hinds. Rutting rituals include fighting, chasing, roaring
which follow established rules but serious injuries are rare. During the
breeding season the stags lose about 20% of their weight.
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B 13mouyHume Pogonu om 20guHU ce pabomu 3a Bo3cmanoBsg6aHemo
Ha eAeHa AOnamap U Ha bAa20pOgHUS eAeH. A0 Mo3u MOMEHM Ca pa3ce-
AeHU Hag 400 eareHa aAonamapu u 50 6Aa20pogHU eAeHa. YBeAauyaBaHe-
MO Ha YucAeHoCmma Ha guBume mpeBonacHuU gonpuHacs 3a MO3aeuHa-
ma cmpykmypa Ha MecmoobumaHusgma u 3a NoggopykaHemao Ha nony-
AayuumMe Ha Aewoggume. Ha yacm om >kuBomHume ca nocmaBeHu u
cneuuasHU npegaBameau, koumo HU NoOMo2HamM ga Hay4Yum noBeue 3a
pa3npocmpaHeHuemo, géukeHusima, Albbumume mecma 3a noyuBka u
XpaHeHe U 3anAaxume 3a eaeHume 6 M3moyHume Pogonu.
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Mpupogama 4yecmo Hu u3ymsiBa ¢ kpacomama, u3obpemamea-
Hocmma u npakmuyHocmma cu. ABypoz2ama nyeAuua e 3auumeH 6
bovAaz2apus Bug opxuges; uBememo Ha cHuMkama e 8 komnaHusima Ha
6eau oBowHU nenepygu, koumo nvk ca yecmo cpewaH Bug. KpacuBu-
am uBam Ha nyeAauuama gocmaBsg pagocm Ha ueHUMeAume Ha xyba-
Bume uBems u Alobumeaume Ha domozpadusima, HO umMa u CoBcem
npakmu4yHa ueA: mou HanogobsBa nueaa, 3a ga 3abAygu u npuBaeue
Mokkume nyeau, koumo ga onpawam pacmeHuemo.
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Practic ali ty. | he woodcock orchid is a pProte« ted s pecies In Bulgaria: on

DEING TEN( led | Black-veined vyvnites, a commaon spe-

the picture it is

es 0l \x yuttertly here. Ihe pbeautitul H\\ 'S OT The 0OIr¢( a are nignLy

Pralse I by P lant lovers and D hotogra D hers but their goal is quite prac-

tical: the s pecCles re lies on sexual dece PTION TOT ITS P yllination ; the flow

'S resem ‘ ) \K ' Teémale pees ] even mimic the scent or rece \ ytive 1e-

J‘:\/“““\‘ H a aVYaYalallal aa 4 /H ( «~‘ -~ N/ ‘ +\v/7 N ‘m,\“\‘H‘/r\l \"/"““ri ‘H‘"wr\\ ﬁH la\VY VI aY ‘r\r;r\‘\ ‘U ‘/w“\{‘“
Mal€ DEES ale TOOLEd anad 1ry to mate witn the TLower, potlnat

ing the orchid.



BeAaoz2aaB Aewosig u Aucuya CHumka: © MNMaameH AobpeB / Griffon vulture and Fox Image: © Plamen Dobrev
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Mpoekmobm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eao2aaBume Aewosigu B8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT /NL/000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus covlo3. The project
«Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Aewoagume ce xapakmepu3upam c u3kalouumeaHo Bucoka cmo-
MawHa kuceAuHHocm, kossmo HeympaAu3zupa MukpoopzaHu3zmume B
mpynoBeme Ha >kuBomHume, ¢ koumo ce xpaHssm. CMsma ce, ye me
ca cpeg >kuBomHume ¢ Hal-3gpaB cmomax B8 >kuBomuHckomo
uapcmBo. CmoMawHama um kuceauHa e moakoBa cuaHa, ye moXke ga
pa3aodku kocmu u gopu memaa.

Highly acidic stomachs are typical for all vultures; the acids help neu-
tralize potentially dangerous microorganisms in the carrion that the
birds feed on. Vultures are thought to have some of the most efficient
stomachs of all animals on the planet. Their stomach acid is so strong
that it can dissolve bones and even metal.
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Mpoekmbm ,Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6erozaaBume Aewosigu 8 Pogonume"” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Aonpegu HsikoAako xuasigu 20guHu 8 EBpona - BkalouumeaHo u 8 boa-
2apus - ce cpew,aau guBu koHe. NMpe3 2011 2. peHomunHa Bvb3lcmaHOB-
ka Ha eBponelickusi guB koH (mapnaH) 6e BbpHam B guBama npupoga
Ha U3mouHume Pogonu u 8 MomeHma B8 patoHa uma Hag 70 >kuBom-
HU. PoAsima uM e cow,ama kamo npegu XuAsigu 20gUHU - 3a€gHO C OC-
maHaAume mpeBonacHu me noggopkam ecmecmBeHume ekocuc-
memu, onacBalku guBama pacmumeAHoCM.

Several thousand years ago wild horses roamed free across Europe, in-
cluding Bulgaria. In 2011 the European wild horse (tarpan) was released
back into the wild in the Eastern Rhodope Mountains; at present more
than 70 animals roam in the wild. Their role in the local ecosystems is
the same as it was millennia ago: by grazing they maintain the natural
ecosystems together with the other herbivores in the rewilding area.



Eaunemcku Aewosg CHumka: © BozgaH boeB / Egyptian vulture Image: © Bogdan Boev
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Mpoekmovm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eao2aaBume Aewosigu B8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

B MuHaromo B8 Pogonume ce cpewaau u yemupume Buga eBponedcku
Aewosigu: b6eaozaaB, yepeH, ezunemcku u 6pagam. B pegyamam Ha
yoBewkume gedHocmu 6pagamusam u YyepHusiM ca u3l4vye3HaAu kamo
2HEe3gsIWwu om cmpaHama, a eaunemckusim e B8ce no-psigok. E2unem-
ckusm Aewosig e Hal-gpebHus M om yemupume Buga u e cBemoBHO
3acmpaweH 8ug.

In the past all four species of vultures in Europe could be found in Bul-
garia: Griffon, Black, Egyptian and Bearded. As a result of the impact of
human activities the Bearded and Black vultures are now extinct as
breeding species in Bulgaria; the Griffon and Egyptian vultures still
breed in the Eastern Rhodopes but they are quite rare. The Egyptian
Vulture is the smallest of the four vultures and is globally endangered.
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Mpoekmom ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eao2aaBume Aewosigu B8 Pogonume” (LIFE14
NAT /NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickug cvlo3. The project
.Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

EBponelckume egpu mpeBonacHu kamo 3ybpume, Aonamapume,
brazopogHume eAeHu, guBume koHe noggoprkam mo3zalkama om
omkpumu NAOWLU, Xpacmu U 20puU 4Ype3 Npupogocbobpa3Ho nawyBa-
He. 3amoBa u kalouoBa yacm om pabomama Ha ekuna Ha Mo-guBu
Pogonu e BpbwaHemo Ha guBume mpeBonacHu >kuBomHu. ToBa e
Hau-epekmuBHuUsIM HauyuH ga ce cvb3gage ecmecmBeHa ekocucmema
CbC CAOXKHU XpaHumeAHu Bepuzu u ga ce ona3u 602amomo buopa3Ho-
obpa3ue Ha M13mouHu Pogonu.

Y, et

ey
S N S &
TR e R *-u‘cs\ 5

g

e

e

S

P N

Fallow and red deer, wild horses and bisons are naturally occurring Eu-
ropean herbivores that support open and mosaic areas through natu-
ral grazing. Therefore, a key part of the Rewilding Rhodopes team is the
return (or reintroduction) of herbivorous animals, thus creating a natu-
ral ecosystem with complex food chains.
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Mpoekmvbm ,0Ona3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6erozaaBume Aewosigu 8 Pogonume"” (LIFE14
NAT / NL/ 000901) e puHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cvlo3. The project
«Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains”
(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Ekoroz2uuHama mpedka om 3aw,umeHu 30HU Hamypa 2000 3aema uy,eH-
mpaAHO msicmo 8 noaumukama Ha EBponelckus cvlo3 3a ona3BaHe Ha
npupogama u b6uoAc2u4HOMO pa3Hoobpa3ue. Ta ob6xBawa mepumo-
puu Ha ueAuslt koHmuHeHm c ueA ga 2apaHmupa 3ana3BaHemo Ha
Hal-ueHHUMe u 3acmpaweHu om u3l4ye3BaHe BugoBe, kakmo u obu-
maBaHume om msax mecma. boAzapus e egHa om Hal-602amume Ha
buoA02uU4HO pa3Hoobpa3ue gop>kaBu B EBpona u mpema no OMHOCU-
meaAHa nAouy, Ha Hamypa 2000 caeg CaoBeHus u XopBamus. Mpeyka-
ma nokpuBa 34% om mepumopusima Ha CmpaHama Hu.

The network of nature protection areas Natura 2000 is the cen-
tre-piece of the European Union's nature and biodiversity policy. The
network comprises territories across the continent; its objectives are
to guarantee the preservation of the most valuable and threatened
species and their habitats. Bulgaria's biological diversity is one of the
richest in Europe. The ecological network Natura 2000 covers 34% of
the country’s territory, placing it on third place in Europe after Slovenia
and Croatia.




The Rhodope Mouhtains. is one of Europe's
biodiversity hotspot. Large part of the eastern range is
included in Europes,, network of protected areas,

Natura 2000. ibition presents the wildlife in

o one of the last -survwlng wilderness areas in Europe.
Rhodope Mountains are also the last Bulgarian L
‘ | stronghold of the Black and the Griffon vultures - the
' - | protagonlsts of the LIFE prOJect “Conservz -4on ofBlack poieti

an fon Vultures in th dope Mountains”.
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